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secret instructions to his force in Gingee to march
against Nasir Jung, leaving it to chance to decide which
event should happen first, the return of the ratified
treaty or the carrying out of the long-planned con-
spiracy.

As soon as they received Dupleix's letters, the French

numbering 800 Europeans and 3,000 sepoys marched out

of Gingee to where the Nizam was encamped 16 miles

away.   The advance guards of the Hyderabad  army

fell back and then the small French force came upon the

whole of the army drawn up in line, in front of which

was an elephant with a white flag.    This being the signal

agreed upon with the conspirators, the French halted.

The troops in front were those of the Nawabs of Cud-

dapah and Kurnool who remained stationary.    On this

being reported to the Nizam he came upon his elephant

and riding up to the Nawab of Cuddapah called him a

coward for not  advancing  against   the   enemy.    The

Nawab in reply rose in his howdah and shot the Nizam

through the heart.   His guards dispersed and then after

cutting off Nasir Jung's head the Cuddapah Nawab

went to Muzaffer Jung's tent and hailed him as Nizam

of the Deccan (i4th December,  1750).   Nasir Jung's

assassination was brought about by his unpopularity and

his breach of faith towards Muzaffer Jung, but the plot to

which he fell a victim was a very treacherous one and was

the more unexpected by him since he had only the day

before sent the treaty toDupleix duly signed and ratified.

As regards the army the change of1 masters appears to

have been welcomed,   It was  known  that  Muzaffer

Jung was the favourite -grandson <kof the great Nizam-ul-

Mulk and all hastened to pay him their respects.